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weaken the dominant Anglo-Norman Houses, and to reduce
the Irishry, as they were called, to submission, often taking
severe, nay atrocious, measures, to attain what they deemed
necessary ends; the majority, perhaps, drawn from the old
Norman families, adopted an exactly opposite course, upheld
feudalism and the abuses of its power, and lorded it over
*Saxon and Celt alike. For Ireland, therefore, there was
nothing like a continuous and a systematic policy; the
administration, and the acts of the government, often in-
consistent and at odds with each other, kept the land in a
state of unrest and trouble; all that was certain, if irregular,
was harsh violence and tyranny exercised in high places.
Now and then the power of the Crown was asserted by
iniquitous and unscrupulous means; now and then $
of forfeiture were pronounced against powerful absentee no
the lands of old Norman Houses were occasionally seized to
make way for a colony of fresh English settlers; and, in the
case of Lords of the Pale, and even of Irish chiefs, proscription
and confiscation were sometimes frequent. On the other
hand, Geraldines and Butlers, when enthroned at the Castle,
exacted vengeance from those who had. wronged their retainers
and themselves; oppressed and harried the Englishry of the
Pale; and were especially hostile to the subordinates sent
from England to observe or to control their acts. The general
result, besides misrule, confusion, disorder almost everywhere,
was to make the distinction between the recent English
settlers, and the old Anglo-Irish inhabitants of the land, of
which traces may be found, even in the days of John, more
marked and profound, with the progress of time; the "English
and Anglo-Irish interests" became intensely hostile, and at
continual feud; and the effects, in weakening the power of
England, were evil and manifest.
The most remarkable cause, however, and certainly not the
least effective, of the failure of the advance of English power,